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ABSTRACTS
Spanish reasons for the success of a strategic 
alliance between the EU and the countries 
of Latin America and the Caribbean
Alberto Carnero Fernández
In anticipation of the Second European Union-Latin American and Caribbean Summit
to be held in Madrid during the Spanish presidency of the EU in the first half of 2002,
the author analyzes, from a Spanish point of view, the strategic alliance between the two
regions in terms of its success, its consolidation and the need for its strengthening in the
three distinct areas of politics, economics and trade, and cooperation.
The European Union’s political relations with 
Latin America in the wake of the first intergovernmental
conference: agenda and priorities
Alberto Antón Cortés
The summit between the European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean to
be held in Madrid in May 2002 will be an event of importance for biregional relations. In
his approach to the summit’s agenda and priorities, the author gives an overview of the
long process of preparation, of the achievements of the first summit (Rio de Janeiro, 1999)
and of the principal issues in relations between the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean:
Mercosur and Chile; Mexico; the San José Dialogue (Central America); the Andean
Community; Colombia; and Cuba. He then concludes that the Madrid summit cannot
be a mere repetition of Rio in that the institutionalization of the process will, in large
measure, depend on the success of this second summit.
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Economic relations between Latin America 
and the European Union
José Antonio Ocampo and María Ángela Parra
Relations between Latin America and the countries of the European Union have
traditionally been strong. The cultural and economic ties that have historically linked the
two regions have gradually been transformed opening up new spaces for cooperation and
development. Since the consolidation of the EU, this relationship has become stronger
and changed with Europe’s recognition of Latin America as a region, as an important
partner in economic and political terms, and within it, of each country in accordance with
its level of development. Latin America has to an ever greater extent ceased being an aid
recipient and begun to establish relationships of reciprocity, which offer great potential
for expansion in the future. However, poverty remains the major concern of European
policy toward the region. The authors, in their analysis, also focus on the possible consequences
for Latin America of future EU enlargement toward the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe.
Civic organizations and academics 
in European Union-Latin American relations
Christian Freres
Analysis of the role of civil society organizations in relations between the European
Union and Latin America since the 1970’s, with focus on the last decade, from a mainly
European perspective. The article begins by presenting an analytic framework for
understanding civil participation in international relations and then goes on to outline the
principal players—the Church, political foundations and organizations, and non-
governmental organizations—in the specific case of the links between the EU and Latin
America. The article then continues with a discussion of a sector of civil society thus far
not much analyzed in the literature, academic institutions. It looks at some of their most
significant contributions, particularly their influence on the practice of biregional relations,
one of the most important goals of various networks created in recent years. Finally, the
last section provides reflections on the contribution of these players to Euro-Latin American
relations.
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Spanish foreign policy toward Latin America: 
recent trends and prospects for the future
Rafael Grasa Hernández
This article focuses on Spanish foreign policy toward Latin America in the years since
the Socialist government left office and the Popular Party (PP), headed by José María
Aznar, came to power. With the historical constants in the relationship between Spain and
Latin America as a starting point, the author analyses how the European dimension has
shaped the Latin American dimension and identifies the changes and trends observable in
recent years. After noting a growing Europeanization of Spanish foreign policy, he generally
observes a growing pragmatism and realism in adjusting policy to the available means.
During the PP’s second term, the emphasis in Latin American policy appear to be on the
economic dimension, reflecting the significant corporate investment of the last decade,
and on the strengthening of cultural ties. Nevertheless, the Latin American option has not
received the same attention as other regions in the formulation of policy. There continues
to be a large element of rhetoric not consistent with a solid strategic line as well as a lack
of precision in goals, tools and means.
European Union cooperation for development 
in Latin America
Spanish action in light of a dark past and an uncertain future
Anna Ayuso Pozo
The Spanish presidency of the EU in the first half of 2002 and the second summit of
heads of state and of government between Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean
coincide with a period of revision of the Community’s policy on cooperation for development
in general and with the need for defining the specifics of the proposal for a bilateral strategic
relationship announced at the first summit, which took place in 1999. Taken as a whole,
the countries of the European Union are the principal donors to the region, but the lack of
an overall strategy, dispersion, and a lack of coordination of bilateral policies has reduced
their effectiveness and the weight given cooperation in relations dominated by trade negotiations
and financial issues. In order to strengthen its role as a driving force in biregional relations,
Spain will have to work on behalf of greater consistency among European external, economic,
and development policies toward Latin America and integrate them into strategies of regional
and global reach in cooperation with the most important players. 
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Unfulfilled promise? A critical balance of theories of
political change and their applicability to Latin America
Salvador Martí i Puig
This article offers a critical analysis of the various theoretical focuses that have, since
the mid-twentieth century, attempted to interpret the paths along which the American
subcontinent would have to pass in order to achieve democracy and economic development.
It begins by describing and questioning the first generation (developmentalist) and second
generation (dependency) theories. It then concentrates on the intellectual impact of the
processes of transition toward democracy in various parts of Latin America and the appearance
of medium range theories which attempted to show the rationality of these occurrences.
Finally, it sets out some of the challenges faced by the most recent approaches to democratic
transition in light of the theoretical framework mapped out in the course of the article. 
Mercosur’s external relations
Manuel Cienfuegos Mateo
The purpose of this study is a theoretical and practical analysis of Mercosur’s external
relations. The article sets out the problems that the exercise of its international legal identity
raises in international law and for the national rights of the member states and makes
proposals de lege ferenda for its adequate integration into the international framework.
From here, it proceeds to a series of general reflections on Mercosur’s international identity
in light of the fact that its character as an international entity has come under debate as
the result of the imprecision of its founding treaties. The study concludes with reflections
that summarize and assess the state of the debate on the issue.
Understandings and misunderstandings in Brazil’s relations
with the European Economic Community (1957-2000)
Bruno Ayllón Pino
Analysis of the relations between Brazil and the European Economic Community (EEC)
in terms of their past and present importance for Brazil’s foreign policy. The article provides
a historical overview of the various phases of the process of European integration and Brazil’s
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different positions relative to them. It then proceeds to a synthesis of almost 50 years of
Brazil-EEC relations and, finally, focuses on the most problematic outstanding issues. It also
looks at the dimension of cooperation in these relations, particularly since the 1995 signing
of the Framework Agreement on Interregional Cooperation between the European Union
(EU) and Mercosur and between the EU and Brazil with the resulting increase in contacts. 
Relations between Canada and the EU 
in the context of the new regionalism
Josep Ibáñez Muñoz
In the framework of an international economic policy of regionalism, relations between
Canada and the European Unions have, since 1992, been affected by Canada’s participation
in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). While empirical data are not
adequate to allow a precise determination of just how the respective processes of regional
integration have affected these relations, over the last decade, one has observed a decrease
in the strength of bilateral trade while Canadian investment in Europe and Europe investment
in Canada have constantly increased. The low level of bilateral relations can in part be
explained by the secondary importance of the European market for Canada relative to the
United States market. However, if economic relations between Canada and the EU have
not increased to a greater degree if has been due simply to a lack of will on the part of
political leaders on both sides. Still, since 1996, mechanisms for institutionalized cooperation
have been developing which would allow a strengthening of EU-Canadian political and
economic relations.
The Colombia Plan: a model for intervention?
Juan Gabriel Tokatlian
In the context of the deep crisis the Andean region is going through, Colombia’s
situation is the most catastrophic and potentially serves as a model for external intervention
in internal affairs in the hemisphere. The author examines this new kind of war the country
is experiencing as well as the so called new external interventionism and possible solutions
to the conflict. This armed conflict is a mix of political war, criminal violence and a systematic
violation of human rights. The importance of the outcome is encouraging external interference
and the United States with its multimillion dollar contribution to the Colombia Plan is
playing an ever more important role.
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